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B-3334 - B-3341 1840-1875/1920's 
1044-1000 Light St. (West side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private and semi-public access 

The west side of the 1000 block of Light St. has a number of quite interesting 
and unusual buildings. 1040-1044 Light St. is a typical group of three story, two 
and three bay wide brick buildings with shed roofs and bracketed cornices which has 
always served a mixed commercial/residential function and dates from the 1870's. 
At 1036-1038 Light St. there is the McHenry Theatre, an Art-Deco style brown brick 
strudture built in the 1920's to serve as one of three neighborhood movie houses, 
the other two of which are now gone. The original interior of the theatre is still 
intact, with community plans underway to reopen it as a movie theatre, but the 
old lobby area has been converted into two modern storefronts. At 1024 Light St. 
Public School #13 survives in its original Tuscan Revival form, two stories high, 
six bays wide with a low-pitched gable roof running perpendicular to Light St. with 
deeply projecting eaves supported by thin wooden brackets. The first floor area 
of the building has been converted into a modern storefront. Across Poultney St., 
to the north, at 1022 Light St. is a typical three story, three bay wide combination 
commercial/residential structure with shed roof and bracketed cornice dating from 
the early 1850's (it originally had a gable roof). At 1016-1020 Light St. there 
is a group of three story, two bay wide brick houses with gable roofs built in 
the early 1850's and currently used as both residences and storefronts. To the 
north, at 1008-1014 Light St., stands the large two and a half story, three bay 
wide, brick Queen Anne style Salvation Army Building, which was built as a Friends 
Meeting House in the 1870's. Finally, at 1000-1006 Light St. there is a row of 
two and a half story, late Federal style brick houses built about 1840 by John S. 
Gittings and others. All of the houses retain their original exterior form except 
for 1000 Light St. which has been enlarged and is now three stories in height with 

a shed roof-and bracketed cornice. All-of the first floor areas of this group — — 
of houses have been converted to_tnodern storefronts. 
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This three story, three bay brick house with shed roof and bracketed cornice 
was built in thel870's as a-combination residence and store-front. The house 
occupies the north-west corner of Light and Poultney Streets. 

The house is three stories in height, 16' wide, and occupies a lot 75' deep. 
There is a two story high, three bay deep rear addition, followed by a later two 
bay deep section, extending back along Poultney St. The house is constructed 
in running bond. The shed roof is capped by a wooden cornice consisting of a 
deeply projecting crown molding set above panels decorated with scroll-sawed 
motifs and bordered by a row of quarter-round carvings. Four elaborated carved 
brackets support the cornice and connect it to a lower molding strip decorated 
with a row of cut-work scallops. The brick freize area thus formed is punctuated 
by three scroll-sawed ventilating panels. The house has double rectangular 
chimneys located along both the front and rear sections of the roof on the south 
side of the house. There are also two single chimneys located along the north 
side of the rear addition and a double hooded chimney located at the west end of the 
first bay of the rear addition. 

The second and third floor window openings have segmentally arched brick 
lintels with scroll-sawed tympanums. The sills are wood. All of the window 
openings are filled with 1/1 double hung sash. The original first floor store-fi 
has been modernized. There is now a double glass and panel door set.-.diagonally 
to the Light and Poultney St. facades, beneath the south-east corner of the house. 
The door is flanked by a wide, three-sided plate glass shop window set on a brick 
base. An aluminum sign extends across the entire width of the store-front, and 
a fluted metal column supports the roof of the recessed entrance area. The 
entrance is reached directly from the sidewalk. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This building is representative of a fairly large number of houses that were 
originally built in the 1840's and 1850's as gable-roofed houses, but which were 
remodeled after the Civil War in the currently fashionable, Italianate style, 
with the gable roof being rebuilt as a shed roof and a modern, bracketed cornice 
added. The first floor area of the house always served as a store-front. 

The house was built by Robert E. Coates, a local carpenter, and then sold to .. 
Samuel Christian, who operated a grocery store at this location in the early 1850's. 
Christian sold the house to Gottleib Thater, who operated a variety store, and then 
a china shop, at this location from 1855 to 1866.2 

1Baltimore City Land Records, Liber AWB 444, Folio 248; Baltimore City Directory, 1851. 

2Ibid., ED 66, Folio 144; AM 314, Folio 207; B.C.P., 1853-54, 1860 
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East and south elevations 


